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Scripture: Acts 10:34-43
Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts
from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. You know the message God sent to
the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You
know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John preached— how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how
he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was
with him.
“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him
by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be
seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and
to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Key points:





As humans, we often reject what is uncomfortable and unfamiliar as well as what we cannot
understand or control. God, however, brings people and experiences into our lives that
challenge our fixed perceptions, beliefs, and preferences so that we can see things from God’s
perspective.
God does not show partiality. Even in our resistance to embracing all of God’s children
regardless of race, ethnicity, gender or age, God does not give up on us and continues to work
on our hearts.
We are called to live an authentic faith:
o that recognizes God’s divine image in all persons,
o that is congruent with God’s message of love, hope, justice and reconciliation,
o that has the courage to call into questions systems and practices that perpetuate fear
and hatred,
o that denounces white supremacy and works to dismantle racism,
o that is not afraid to ask the hard questions, to uncover and expose injustice,
o that does the right, just and loving thing even if there is no personal benefit in it

Questions for contemplation:
1. What burdens must I lay down before God to be forgiven, healed and transformed for good?
2. What people and situations has God brought into my life to teach me to love more perfectly and
embrace all of God’s children?
3. What can I do to live a more authentic faith that aligns with God’s vision for humanity?

Journal Prompt: What is God saying to you through this week’s devotion?

