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INDEX II 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL DECISIONS 
Numbers 610–1110, Years 1989–2008 

(By related categories in the index of 1988, 1992, 1996, 2000 or 2004 Book of Discipline.) 
 
Abandoned Churches, 688 
Abortion, 635, 683, 821 
Absence, Leave of, 619, 643, 689, 697, 721, 724, 726, 747, 750, 754, 757, 770, 777, 780, 782, 
915 
Accountability, 702, 708, 722, 725, 764, 844, 965, 984, 982 
Administration, organization for 667  

• Committee on Pastor-Parish Relations, 638, 660  
o responsibilities, 706  

Administrative location, 643, 695, 
Administrative complaint, 685, 691, 700, 751, 763, 768, 776, 777, 836, 917, 950, 972, 974,    
982, 973, 1010 
Administrative Review Committee, 921  
Annual Conference  

• budgets, 616, 618, 635, 641, 645, 646, 647, 653, 661, 663, 670, 672, 714, 744, 785,  813, 
947, 1013, 1054  

• Discipline provisions, may not legally negate, ignore, or violate, 710, 886, 911, 913, 
920,925, 980, 1052 

• insurance for property and casualty mandatory not in conflict with Discipline, 866 
• financial responsibilities, 614, 616, 635, 641, 645, 646, 647, 899 
• lay member, 622, 742  
• meeting less often than annually not granted in Discipline, 825 
• membership, 612, 622, 686, 718 , 823, 844, 924, 989, 1005 
• organization, 623, 639, 640, 680, 712,  815, 827, 831, 835, 848,878, 893, 894, 900, 909, 

914, 916, 922, 946,  983, 952, 957, 983, 994, 1000, 1015, 1022, 1023, 1073, 1074 
• may not identify or label itself as an unofficial body or movement,794, 847, 853, 871  
• pension responsibilities, 646, 669, 720, 752, 758, 953, 963 , 976 
• powers and duties  

• apportionment formula, 616, 641, 647, 653, 661, 666, 983 
• election: 

• of delegates to General Conference, 617, 658,  842 
• of delegates to Jurisdictional Conference, 617, 658  

• personnel policies, 644, 1024  
• procedures for adopting policy, 677, 699, 700, 736, 768, 788, 882, 954 
• property, 624, 631, 636, 681  
• rules and regulations adopted, 688, 699, 876, 1045 
• special session,  849, 855 
• treasurer, 641  
• voting rights in, 612, 742 , 782, 1034, 1101 

Annual Conference Agencies, 623, 626, 633, 640, 857 

• Board of Pensions, 649, 720, 752, 758  
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• Committee on Episcopacy, 711  
• Council on Finance and Administration, 614, 616, 641, 647, 919 ,983, 1030, 1081 
• Council on Ministries, 644  
• Violation of Discipline in Agency membership policy, 801 
• United Methodist Foundation, 672, 681  

Appeal, 628, 655, 826, 852, 925, 1027, 1094 
Appointment, 652, 689, 701, 713, 782,  920, 985, 1074, 1105 
Appointment Beyond the Local Church  

• standards for, 779,  877 

Appointment-making, 660, 675 
Apportionments, 616, 641, 645, 647, 653, 661, 666, 672, 818,  
Autonomous Methodist Churches and Covenanting Churches, 692 
Bishop  

• assignment, 637 , 781  
• complaint, 751, 763, 784 , 982 
• charges against, 761  
• election, 892 
• powers and duties: 
• appointment making, 689, 701, 713, 779, 782, 1074  
• decisions on questions of law, 616, 623, 629, 651, 705, 708, 710, 739, 740, 741, 742, 

746, 747, 749, 750, 759, 760, 762, 763, 764, 765, 767, 768, 780, 790, 791, 793, 794, 
795, 797, 798, 799, 801, 802,805, 806, 808, 810, 813, 814, 817, 818, 820, 821, 823, 829, 
830, 831, 834, 835, 837, 842, 844, 846, 847, 848, 855, 857, 865, 866 867, 870, 871, 873, 
874, 879, 893, 894, 895, 897, 902, 903, 911, 913, 914, 918, 919, 926, 927, 928, 936, 
937, 938, 944, 946, 947, 952, 953, 955, 960, 962, 963, 964, 969, 970, 971, 976, 978, 
998, 999, 1001, 1012, 1015, 1020, 1021, 1026, 1028, 1031, 1032, 1038, 1039, 1042, 
1044, 1045, 1047, 1049, 1053, 1054, 1055, 1062, 1063, 1064, 1068, 1069, 1073, 1074, 
1077, 1078, 1079, 1081, 1084,1085, 1086, 1091, 1092, 1099, 1105, 1110, 

• judicial powers and authority granted to bishops unconstitutional,  872, 942, 1064, 1092  
• retirement, 610  
• salaries,781, 806, 891 

Board of Church and Society, General, 613 
Board of Pensions, Conference, 641, 649, 720, 752, 758 
Board of Pensions, General, 669, 671, 674, 682 
Board of Pension and Health Benefits, General, 720, 752, 758, 999 
Board of Publication, 671 
Board of Trustees, Conference, 688 
Book of Worship, 642 
Boycott, 613 
Budget  

• Annual Conference, 616, 618, 635, 641, 645, 646, 647, 653, 661, 663, 670, 672, 1054  

Cabinet 
Responsibilities 

• accountable for work in district and conference, 763 
• appointment to less than fulltime service, 652  
• appointments, 660  
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• initiation of complaint, 611, 982  
• recommendation for clergy readmission, 678  

Central Conference, 703, 709, 793, 805, 859, 904, 908, 910, 965, 1062 
Changes in Annual Conference relationships, 611, 626, 628, 629, 630, 632, 643, 650, 678, 
689, 691, 755, 760, 769, 770, 920 
Charge Conference  

• salary of pastor, 792  

Chargeable offenses, 611, 628, 632, 655, 691, 704, 723, 726, 736, 768, 770, 777, 984, 986 
Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns, General Commission on, 655 
Church and Society, General Board of, 613 
Church Property, 624, 664, 688 
Clergy support  

• apportionments for, 641, 659, 661  
• honoraria for clergy not prohibited by Discipline, 808 
• past service liability for pastor’s pension and apportionments, 822 

Closed session 
• Council of Bishops not defined as an “agency”, 869 

 
Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns  
General, 665 
Committee on Investigation, 611, 628, 887, 902, 993, 1006 
Committee on Pastor-Parish Relations, local church  

• consultative role, 660, 675  
• duties  

• as Staff-Parish Relations Committee, 638  
• pastoral/staff appointments, 638  

Complaints, 611, 668, 676, 685, 691, 697, 698, 704, 721, 723, 726, 740, 746, 747, 750, 751, 
753, 757, 760, 762, 763, 765, 767, 768, 777, 784, 798, 816, 836, 846, 940, 980, 1031, 1056 
 
Conference council director, 644 
Conference treasurer  

• responsibilities, 641  

Connectional Table  601, 990, 991 
Confidentiality, 869 
Consultation and appointment-making, 701 
Council of Bishops 
 

• Not defined in the Discipline as an “agency”, 869 
 
Council on finance and administration, conference, 614, 616, 641, 647, 672, 919, 947, 1030, 
1091 
 
Council on ministries, conference, 644 
Court of Appeals, jurisdictional, 628, 655, 852, 980 
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Credentials  

• surrender of, 648, 654, 678, 816 

Deaconess  

• Annual Conference relationship, 718  

Diaconal minister  

• salary and benefits, 743  
• transition to permanent full deacons not exempt to ordained qualifications, 844 

District Board of Stewards, 659 
District Stewards, 659  
 
District Superintendent  

• financial support, 659, 661, 715  

Responsibilities 

• appointment-making, 660, 701, 713, 689, 782  

• Prohibited from participation in administrative hear processes,917, 1010 

Doctrinal standards, 662, 1002, 1021 
Elder  

• ordination, 719  

Employment policies, 638, 644, 671 
Episcopacy, Committee on  

• Jurisdictional, 637  

Episcopal areas  

• boundaries, 637, 735  

Fair process in judicial proceedings, 691, 695, 697, 723, 724, 765, 777, 784, 810, 816, 817, 
820, 830, 867, 921, 978, 980, 1010, 1031, 1053, 1082, 1105 

Finance and Administration, Conference Council on  

• apportionments, 616, 647, 666, 672 , 822 
• responsibilities, 641, 1038, 1084  

 
Finance and Administration, General Council on  
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• amenability, 672  
• general funds, 655, 673  

Foundations, 670, 672, 681 
Full connection, member in  

• admission requirements, 650, 719  
• pension credit, 649  

General agencies  

• amenability, 673  
• boycott guidelines, 613  
• election of program agency staff under par. 714.1 is constitutional, 858 
• membership, 633,  905 

General Board of Church and Society, 613 
General church funds  

• policies, 665, 673  

General Conference 

Delegates 

• annual conference election of delegates, 690,  862, 875, 924, 1049, 1083 
• formula for delegations, 687 , 883, 1051, 1089, 1090 
• ineligibility, 658  

power and authority  

• budget, 673, 694, 783  
• Constitutional amendments ratified before enabling legislation, 843, 961 
• Program and fiscal year, 899 
• Restructure and the connection, 909 
• Standards and qualifications for clergy membership in annual 

conference, 823 

Homosexuality, 665, 694, 702, 704, 708, 722, 725, 764, 786, 794, 837, 845, 865, 907, 920, 985, 
1020 
Inclusiveness, 870 
Insurance protection, 614, 636, 674, 682, 707, 743, 759, 866, 923, 1075 
Insignia of The United Methodist Church, 828 
Investigation, Committee on, 611, 628, 887, 980 
Joint Review Committee, 611, 668, 676, 685, 691, 698, 704, 723, 739, 740, 751, 770, 777 
Journal, Jurisdictional Conference, 615 
 
 
Judicial Council 

• effect of removal of age 70 limit on election of Judicial Council member, 888, 912 
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• vacancy, 627 
• Members prohibited from membership on Central Conference boards, councils, 

committees, 908, 965 

Jurisdictional agencies  

• Committee on Episcopacy, 745,  778 
• membership policy, 633  

Jurisdictional Conference  

• agencies, 633  
• assignment of bishops, 637 , 745 

delegates  

• formula for delegations, 687  
• ineligibility, 658, 1095  

• Episcopal areas, 637, 735  
• journal, 615  
• Special called session, 918 

Lay member, Annual Conference, 622, 742, 819 
Lay member, local church  

• as local pastor, 658  

Leave  

• absence, 626, 629, 632, 643, 689, 697, 721, 724, 726, 747, 750, 754, 757, 770, 777, 780, 
782, 915, 919, 950, 973  

Less than full-time service, 652, 906 
Local church  

• apportionments, 661, 666  
• Church Council, 638, 667  
• clergy support, 657, 661, 1085  
• Committee on Pastor-Parish Relations, 638, 660, 675  
• “professing member” use of phrase, 811, 885  
• labeling or identifying as unofficial body subject to conflict with Discipline, 871 
• mergers, 688  
• new church encouragement, 653  
• officers, 633  
• parsonage, 634, 657  
• property, 636, 664, 688  
• proportional payment for clergy support, 641, 649, 661  
• sale of property, 636, 664  
• transfer, 795  
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• treasurer, 641, 649  

 
Local pastor  

• charges against, 655, 658 , 982 
• clergy member of Annual Conference, 612, 686,  862 
• discontinuance, 997, 1076 
• full-time, 612, 658, 807 
• part-time, 612, 658, 807, 895, 906 
• student, 612, 658,  895, 977 
• trial of, 655, 668, 982  
• voting rights, 612, 686, 1049, 1101  

Location  

• administrative, 630, 695, 1010  

Men, representation, 623, 633  
Ministerial pension plan, 649 
Older Adults, representation, 623, 633  
Ordained minister  

• appeal of, 628, 655,  826, 830, 980, 1103 
• appointment of, 652,660, 689, 701, 713, 782, 877 
• change of conference relationship, 611, 626, 628, 629, 630, 632, 643, 650, 689, 691, 

755, 760, 769, 770 , 799, 844, 920 
• chargeable offenses, 611,626,628, 632,655, 691, 704, 723, 726, 736, 768, 770, 777 
• complaints, 611, 685, 691, 697, 698, 704, 721, 723, 726, 740, 746, 747, 750, 751, 753, 

757, 760, 762, 763, 765, 767, 768, 777, 784, 798, 974  
• Discontinuance of clergy member,696,  830, 1055, 1103 
• financial support, 657, 792  
• full connection, 719,  877 
• investigation of, 611, 628  
• leave of absence, 626, 629, 632, 643, 689, 697, 721, 724, 726, 747, 750, 754, 757, 770, 

777, 780, 782, 915, 919, 950  
• parsonage, 634, 657  
• pension, 641, 649, 669, 717, 716, 756  
• pension default, 641, 649  
• retirement, 630, 641, 649, 755, 769  
• right to trial, 630, 643, 767, 770  
• surrender of office, 648, 654, 676, 691, 816, 820, 829 
• suspension of, 632, 716, 776, 919   
• trial of, 611, 628, 630, 632, 655, 736, 756, 767, 770, 772  

Ordained ministry  

• changes of conference relationship, 611, 626, 628, 629, 630, 632, 643, 650, 687  
• readmission to conference membership, 648, 678, 741  

Ordained Ministry, conference Board of 
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Duties  

• approval of less than full-time service, 652  

Recommendations  

• changes of conference relationship, 611, 629, 630, 632, 643, 650, 678  
• readmission/reinstatement, 640, 678  
• records, 765   

Ordination, qualifications, 650, 719  
Parsonage, 657, 634  

• Church Conference responsibility, 634  

Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, 638, 660, 675 
Pension  

• Comprehensive Protection Plan, 641, 649, 717, 716, 756  

Pensions, conference Board of  

• changes in benefits, 669  
• financing pension/benefit programs, 614, 641, 649  
• permanent record of proportional payment defaults, 641, 649  

Pensions, General Board of, 669, 671, 674, 682, 720, 752, 758, 766, 1008, 1012 
Personnel Committee, local church, 638 
Petitions to General Conference 
 

• Petitions on pars. 215, 222.1-5, 227.2, 231.1 and .2 1996 Discipline unconstitutional, 884, 
1108 
• vote on referral of petitions to Judicial Council for Declaratory Decision, 889 

Property  

• Annual Conference, 624, 631, 681  
• local church, 636, 664, 688  

Property, conference  

• camps, conference grounds, retreat centers, 631  
• sale, transfer, lease, or mortgage, 624  

Property, local church  

• mortgaging for budget expense, 664  
• restrictions on proceeds of mortgage/sale, 664  

Publication, General Board of, 671 
Racial/ethnic concerns 
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representation  

• conference agencies, 623, 633  
• general agencies, 633  
• jurisdictional agencies, 633  
• local church offices, 633  

Readmission to conference relationship, 643, 648, 678, 741 
Retirement  

• bishop, 610  
• involuntary, 630  
• ordained minister, 630, 641, 649, 755, 769  

Sexuality, human, 625, 911 
Staff  

• Conference Council on Ministries, 644  
• Staff-Parish Relations Committee, 638  

Stewards, district Board of, 659 
Superintendency  

• appointment-making, 660, 701  
• bishop, 610, 637  
• district superintendent, 611, 659, 660, 661  

Surrender of credentials, 648, 654, 678, 750, 754, 772, 780, 798, 817 
Termination of conference membership, 611, 628, 691, 760, 770 
Treasurer, Annual Conference, 641 
Treasurer, local church, 641 
Trial  

• appeal, 628, 655, 826, 830 
• chargeable offenses, 611, 628, 632, 655, 691, 704, 723, 726, 736, 768, 770, 777  
• investigation procedures, 611, 628  
• of ordained minister, 756, 772  
• penalties, 804 
• right to, 630, 643, 691, 767, 770, 772, 982  
• ratification of the ruling of trial court, 799 
• suspension of clergy member and subsequent trial, 799, 919 

United Methodist Foundations, 670, 672, 681 
 
United Methodist Publishing House, duties of 

• Jurisdictional Conference journals, 615  

 
 
Vacancy  
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• Judicial Council, 627  

Voting Rights  

• clergy member, Annual Conference 686, 1034  
• full-time local pastor, 612, 686  
• limitation on laypersons voting on Committee on Investigation, 887 
• part-time local pastor, 612 
• retired bishop, 610  
• student local pastor, 612  

Withdrawal of Membership  

• Annual Conference,691, 753, 754, 755, 772, 780, 829, 1055 

Women  

• local church leadership, 633  

representation  

• Annual Conference, 633  
• conference agencies, 623, 633  
• district agencies, 633  
• general agencies, 633  
• jurisdictional agencies, 633  

World Service and Conference Benevolences, 641, 645, 647, 672 
Young adults, representation  

• Annual Conference agencies, 623, 633  
• general agencies, 633  
• jurisdictional agencies, 633  
• local church officers and organizations, 633  

Youth, representation 

• Administrative Board, 633  
• Annual Conference agencies, 623, 633  
• district agencies, 633  
• general agencies, 633  
• jurisdictional agencies, 633  
• local church officers and organizations, 633  
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