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JUDICIAL COUNCIL DECISIONS
Numbers 610-1110, Years 1989-2008
(By summary of related subject matter)

Abortion

Consistency of Support for the Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights with Par, 71(g) of
the 1988 Discipline, 683

Legality of Annual Conference financial support for the Religious Coalition for Abortion
Rights, etc, 635, 1047

Resolution on partial-birth abortion, 821

Absence, Leave of:

Involuntary, 626. 697, 721, 724, 726, 757, 770, 777, 782, 919, 938, 950, 973, 995, 1031,
1069,

Administrative Board

Authority concerning designated gifts, 667
Authority to make changes in policy, 706

Annual Conference

Actions concerning local church services, other than marriage, for couples, 694, 998
Administrative Review Committee function, 921, 1011

Adoption of Sexual Harassment Policy, 677, 936, 954, 975

Agreement among three lllinois Annual Conferences on distribution of assets, 631
Amenability of appointed Clergy from other denominations to Annual Conference, 676
Appealing decisions of Judicial Council not permitted by the Discipline, 925

Authority to admit as clergy member a candidate who has not met all Disciplinary
requirements, 648, 678

Authority to determine what constitutes an urban center, 1067

Authority to discontinue a church with proper disciplinary procedure, 962

Authority to investigate, advocate, but not delegate issues prohibited by Discipline, 710,
999

Authority to equate part-time service as local pastor to full-time, 906

Authority to establish policies and guidelines concerning parsonages, 634

Authority to meet less often than annually not granted in Discipline, 825

Authority to require local church participation in insurance program, 759

Authority to determine its membership,852, 920

Authority to set standards and qualifications for clergy membership unconstitutional, 823,
1045, 1082

Budget adjustments, 785, 813, 947

Budget requires a schedule of minimum base compensation, 1013

Budget procedures in East Ohio Conference, 744, 1054

Claim against clergy for unpaid pension obligations, 649

Clergy housing policy, 634

Clergy Session authority in matters of change of conference relations, 799, 920
Clergy Session must be held at site of regular annual conference, 960



Committee on Investigation limitations on voting rights of laypersons, 887, 980, 993,
1006
Commission on Religion and Race role in resolution of complaints of racial
discrimination, 1093
Constitutionality of placing limits of tenure of clergy but not lay persons in conference
staff positions, 644
Constitutionality of requiring representation from small churches in General Conference
delegations, 617
Constitutionality seating deaconesses at Annual Conference, with voice and vote, 718
Control of conference health insurance funds, 614
Council on Finance and Administration:

o Budget preparation, 647, 1013

o Budget recommendations and policy decisions, 616, 645, 646, 647, 653, 663,
666, 813, 818, 822, 857, 1030, 1054, 1081, 1084, 1091

“Discernment” model for making decisions on legislation conflicts with Discipline, 876

Domestic Partner Benefits Plan for lay employees, 1075

Episcopal candidate nominations process, 892

Eligibility requirements for lay membership, 622

Finality of trial court decisions ratified by clergy session and affirmed by Judicial Council,

756, 799

Grievance procedures in Par. 453 apply to local pastors, 668, 676

Clergy health care premiums with clergy participation, 1014

Insurance for property and casualty mandatory not in conflict with Discipline, 866

Insurance benefit plan liability not in compliance, 923

Lay Member qualifications for annual conference and General Conference, 819, 842,

989, 1005

Lay members voting on clergy matters, 742, 875, 887, 1034

Legality of declaring some topics inappropriate for worship services in local churches or

other organizations, 714

Legality of disbursing Annual Conference funds to Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights,

635

Legality of nomination of conference secretary delegated exclusively to bishop, 1079

Legality of payment of health care premiums for diaconal ministers, 743

Legality of paying health claims with funds designated for pensions, 953, 963, 976

Legally may not negate, ignore, or violate provisions of the Discipline, 801, 823, 886,

1021, 1052

Mandatory agencies in New York Conference Plan of Organization, 712

Mandatory participation in UMCare or a salary deduction plan, 674, 682, 935

Mandatory Annual Conference insurance program covering local church property, 636

Membership of Annual Conference staff members on Committee on Episcopacy, 711

Membership in annual conference set by the Constitution, 924

Membership of clergy session, 686

Method of Apportionment:

o Legality of delegating to districts authority to determine and apportion salaries for
district superintendents, 659

o Legality of including Conference Foundation funds in conference benevolences, 672

o Legality of including funds for pension and benefit programs, general church
apportionments, and conference administration and operating programs in same
apportionment, 641

o Method of apportionment of ministerial support items, 661



Ministerial matters of conference membership and relations:

o Authority of Executive Session of Clergy Members is limited to matters of
ordination, character, and conference relations, 1009

Cabinet recommendation required for readmission, 678

Candidate for readmission must serve at least one year as local pastor, 648
Clarification of procedure for dealing with grievances and complaints, 611, 676, 1031
Clergy members on leave of absence not eligible for membership on Conference
agencies, 626

Confidences inviolate, including confessional confidences, 936

Constitutionality of involuntary location in light of minister's right to trial, 643
Difference between involuntary leave of absence and suspension, 632, 919
Eight-year limitation on less than full-time service, 652

Housing policy, 634

Involuntary retirement, 630, 995

Preference inquiries in appointment-making, 660

Readmission after surrender of credentials, 648, 678

Requirements for continuing leave of absence, 629

Return of credentials following surrender of ministerial office, 654

Service under appointment required prior to admission into full connection, 650
o Withholding from pastor's salary to pay cost of cleaning parsonage illegal, 657
Procedure for adopting conference policy, 677, 954, 975

Procedures for merging annual conferences, 710

Proposed restructure plan, 639

Purchase of property, 624

Ratification of the ruling of a trail court, 799

Reconciling conference, 794, 847, 853

Restrictions on use of funds for church property, 688

Special session of annual conference call and powers, 855, 960

Structural changes and mandatory provisions of the Discipline, 640, 680, 712, 815, 827,
831, 835, 848, 878, 893, 894, 900, 909, 914, 916, 922, 928, 946, 951, 952, 957, 983,
994, 1000, 1015, 1022, 1023, 1073

Transfer of churches to another Annual Conference, 795

Trustees: Custody and management of funds given for specific conference agency, 681
Unconstitutionality of mandated categories of membership on Annual Conference
agencies, 623, 633

Voting requirements for granting retirement, 769

Vote in elections for ordained ministerial delegates, 875, 1101

Vote of part-time and student local pastors as clergy members unconstitutional, 612
Withdrawal under complaint or voluntary is effective upon receipt, 1055
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Appeals from trials to Judicial Council

e DeanT. Tony, 628

e Gordon Johnson, 655

e Joyce Sheehan, 826

e Irene Elizabeth Stroud, 1027

e Wesley Kendall, 1094
Bishops:

Appointive power in relation to consultation process, 675



Authority to appointment lay persons to charges unconstitutional, 890
Changes in Episcopal areas, 735
Constitutionality of prohibiting retired bishops from voting in Council of Bishops, 610
Consultation in the appointment process, 701
Decisions of Law guidelines for rulings and judicial process, 799
Decisions of law
= Affirmed decisions, 616, 623, 629, 696, 705, 706, 707, 708, 739, 740, 742, 754,
755, 759, 760, 763, 765, 776, 779, 780, 793, 794, 795, 798, 802, 805, 806, 808,
813, 818, 830, 831, 837, 842, 844, 846, 855, 865, 866, 867, 870, 873, 894, 895,
902, 913, 914, 919, 928, 936, 938, 946, 947, 960, 962, 963, 964, 969, 970, 976,
998, 999, 1012, 1020, 1021, 1028, 1038, 1039, 1044, 1045, 1047, 1049, 1053,
1054, 1055, 1063, 1068, 1069, 1073, 1074, 1084, 1091, 1092, 1099, 1105
= Reversed decisions,689, 710, 741, 754, 755, 764, 768, 767, 777, 801, 814, 821,
823, 834, 835, 847, 853, 871, 893, 911, 914, 915, 947, 948, 952, 960, 976, 999,
1001, 1015, 1021, 1031, 1032, 1062, 1064, 1079, 1085,
= Moot and hypothetical, 651, 705, 750, 762, 790, 799, 810, 820, 857, 874, 879,
918, 926, 927, 937, 944, 955, 978, 1077, 1086 1078,
= Remanded and/or retained, 749, 757, 767, 772, 791, 797, 816, 817, 848, 897,
953, 1081, 1110,
»  Without authority, 829, 903, 942, 971,
Effect of changes in statute of limitations for complaints against a bishop, 761
Effective date of salary for newly-elected bishops, 781, 891
Eligibility of a bishop's spouse for membership on a Jurisdictional Committee on
Episcopacy, 778
Judicial power and authority granted to bishops unconstitutional, 867, 872, 902, 917,
942, 1010, 1064, 1092
Legality of Northeastern Jurisdiction action creating a new Episcopal area and assigning
a bishop, 637
Parliamentary ruling is not a ruling of law by the bishop, 834, 943, 941, 1035
Preference inquiries in appointment process, 660
Questions of law put to the bishop must be germane to conference business under
consideration, 802, 873, 956, 969, 1042, 1063, 1068, 1069, 1085, 1086
Seating of Puerto Rico bishop in the United Methodist Council of Bishops, 692
Transfer across jurisdictional lines, 745

Board of Church and Society, General

Central

Clergy:

Boycott: Legality of General Board of Church and Society call for economic boycott, 613

Conferences

Autonomy for annual conferences within Central Conferences, 805

Ruling of Judicial Court of Northern Europe in adapting the Discipline, 904, 910
Judicial Council member is prohibited from membership on Coordinating Council, 908,
965

Vote on ratification of the decision of a central conference approving the petition of an
annual conference for affiliated autonomous relationship to the General Conference,
1062

Access to clergy records, 765, 1024
Administrative location procedures,643, 695, 921, 1010



Appointment to a hospital medical staff position, 779

Appointment making and preference inquiries, 661

Cabinet recommendation required for readmission, 678

Candidate for readmission must serve at least one year as local pastor, 648
Clarification of procedure for dealing with grievances and complaints, 611, 676
Constitutionality of involuntary location in light of minister's right to trial, 643
Clergy ineffectiveness matter, 799

Conference membership termination procedures, 760, 761, 770, 804, 829
Confidentiality requirements in grievance procedures, 751

Consultation in the appointment process, 701

Continuation on leave of absence, 689, 777

Credentials returned following surrender of ministerial office, 654

Difference between involuntary leave of absence and suspension, 632

Discretion of pastor-in-charge to determine readiness for membership vows, 1032, 1041,

1044, 1045

Eight-year limitation on less than full-time service, 652
Effects of changes in statute of limitations on withdrawal under complaint in Minnesota
Conference, 753, 754, 780

Eligibility for appointment not contingent on payment of medical insurance premiums,
713

Eligibility of clergy for certain benefits while under suspension, 716, 919

Eligibility for pension and certain other benefits of clergy who retire early or are classified

as honorable location- retired, 717

Equitable Compensation, 915, 919, 968, 1013, 1038

Expelled, the meaning of, 804

“Full-time and past-time pastors” in Par 322.10(b) includes both ordained elders and
deacons in full connections, 807

Gender equity in compensation, 988,

Granting of retired relationship after withdrawal, 755

Grievance (complaint)procedures, 685, 691, 697, 698, 704, 721, 723, 726, 740, 746,
747,750, 751, 753, 757, 760, 762, 763, 765, 767, 768, 777, 784, 798 , 836, 974
Housing policy, 634, 970, 1085

Incapacity leave, 1012

Inclusion in clergy session, 686

Involuntary leave of absence, 697, 721, 724, 726, 770, 777, 780, 782, 915, 919, 950,
973, 995

Involuntary retirement, 630, 995

Joint review process, 698, 723, 739, 777

Leave of absence requirements for continuing leave, 629, 689, 915

Legality of simultaneous membership in more than one denomination, 696
Mediation option in administrative complaint process, 763

Method of apportionment of ministerial support items, 661

Probationary member discontinuance hearing in the fair process, 1103
Readmission to Annual Conference membership, 650, 741

Referral of complaint against a clergy member, 685

Requirements for full clergy membership and elder's orders, 719

Right to trial,691, 767, 997

Right to vote on all clergy matters, 690

“Service” as well as Word, Sacrament and Order, 877

Suspension and subsequent trial of clergy member, 799

Withdrawal of Clergy Member,691, 829

Withholding from pastor's salary to pay cost of cleaning parsonage illegal, 657



Connectional Table
e Membership, 601, 990, 991

Deaconesses:

e Constitutionality of seating in Annual Conference with voice and vote, 718
Diaconal Ministers:

e Legality of Annual Conference payment of health care premiums, 743
e Transition to permanent full deacon not exempt to ordained qualifications, 844

Discipline

¢ Annual Conference may not legally negate, ignore, or violate provisions, 886

e Par. 320.6 of 2008 Discipline conflicts with the Constitution Par.32 and is null and void,
1101

e Par.1117.9 of 2008 Discipline as amended contravenes Restrictive Rules and null and
void, 1109

e The later enacted provisions takes precedence in conflicts in the Discipline, 1026

District Superintendent

e Legality of Annual Conference delegating to districts authority to determine and apportion
salaries for district superintendents, 659

e Setting salaries, 715

e Prohibited from participation in administrative processes, 917, 1010

Doctrine and Doctrinal Standards and the General Rules:

e Part-time and student local pastors not eligible for election as lay delegates to General or
Jurisdictional Conference, 658

Elections:
e Formula for representation in General and Jurisdictional Conferences, and
constitutionality thereof, 687
e Effect of removal of age 70 limitation on election of Judicial Council member, 888, 912

e Election of clergy and lay delegates to General Conference and Central Conference,883,
1083

e Vote in elections for ordained ministerial delegates to General and Jurisdictional, 875
e Nominations to Board of Ordain Ministry, 971, 1099
Episcopacy

e Legality of Northeastern Jurisdiction action creating a new Episcopal area and assigning
a bishop, 637

Fair Process in Judicial Proceedings

. Fair process and Surrender of Ministerial credentials, etc.,691, 695, 697, 723, 724,
763, 765, 777, 784, 810, 816, 817, 820, 830, 867, 915, 921, 972, 974, 1010, 1027, 1031,



1053, 1074, 1082, 1105
General Agencies

e General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious concerns decision to be a
"Reconciling Commission," 665

Inclusion in resolution on "Pay Equity in the USA," 671

Economic boycott action by General Board of Church and Society, 613

Election of general program staff is constitutional, 858

Lay member on agency when permanent residence changes outside conference, 905
Official United Methodist Agency and use if official insigne, 828, 929
Unconstitutionality of mandated categories of membership, 633

General Conference

Authority to determine language in Book of Worship, 642
Authority to legislate is fully invested in General Conference and may not be delegated,
1008

e Authority provide for its composition and allocation of delegates, 1051

e Constitutionality of deletion of part of Par. 810.3 of the 1992 Discipline, 783

e Formula for representation in General Conference, and constitutionality thereof, 687,
1089

e Legality of limiting total amount of budgets to be proposed by General Council on
Finance and Administration, 673

e Legality of constitutional amendments proposed before enabling legislation adopted,843,
961

e Mandate membership of General Conference and/or boards and agencies
unconstitutional, 1090

e Petitions to 2000 General Conference to amend Pars. 215, 222.1-5, 227.2, 231.1 and .2

of 1996 Discipline unconstitutional, 811, 884

Petitioning process is a distinctively connectional issue of General Conference, 929

Resolutions on Doctrine violating Restrictive Rules are improper, null and void, 1002

Regional Conferences in United States, 1100

Secretary of General Conference has authority to determine applicable petitions, 1108

Vote required to refer any act of General Conference to Judicial Council, 889

Vote in elections for ordained ministerial delegates, 875, 1049

Grievance (Complaint) Procedures:
e Various steps and requirements, 685, 691, 697, 698, 704, 721, 723, 726, 740, 746, 747,
750, 751, 753, 757, 760, 762, 763, 765, 767, 768, 777, 784, 798,836, 869

e Flawed grievance process denied an appointment and clergy recompense, 806, 940,
1105

Homosexuality:

e Definition and other issues: 694, 702, 704, 708, 722, 725, 764, 786, 794, 832, 837, 845,
865, 913, 920, 984, 985, 1020, 1027, 1028, 1030

Inclusiveness, 870



Insigne of The United Methodist Church

Use of the Official United Methodist insigne, 828

Insurance

Custody and management of refund from the medical expense program of the General
Board of Pensions, 614

Direct billing of health insurance premiums to local churches, 707

Eligibility for appointment not contingent on payment of medical insurance premiums,
713

Legality of Annual Conference payment of health care premiums for diaconal ministers,
743

Mandatory local church participation in conference property and liability insurance
program, 636

Mandatory participation in UMCare or Clergy salary deduction Plan, 674, 682, 935

Judicial Council

Deferred decisions,684, 727, 728, 729, 730, 731, 732, 733, 734, 771, 796, 849, 958,
959, 967, 981, 1003, 1056, 1057, 1058, 1059, 1060, 1061, 1066, 1088, 1097, 1098,
1102, 1104, 1110

Effect of removal of age 70 limitation for elected member, 888, 856

Members prohibited from membership on Central Conference boards, councils,
committees, 908, 965

Membership and method of organization vested with General Conference, 1096
Method of filling vacancies, 627

Overruled Decision 843 on enabling legislation by Council motion, 961
Reconsideration of Decision requests considered, 930, 1071

Reconsideration requests denied, 620, 621, 656, 773, 774, 775,787, 832, 850, 851, 860,
880, 881, 912, 932, 933, 934, 1017, 1018, 1040, 1041, 1072

Request for declaratory decision withdrawn, 931, 966, 1016

Without authority to review the findings of a church trail court, 985

Jurisdictional Conference

Constitutionality of requiring that Jurisdictional Conference Journals be printed by The
United Methodist Publishing House, 615

Formula for representation to Jurisdictional Conference, and constitutionality thereof, 687
Committee on Appeals right to hear an appeal from annual conference member,852
Legality of Northeastern Jurisdiction action creating a new Episcopal area and assigning
a bishop, 637

Role and authority in effecting changes in Episcopal areas, 735

South Central Jurisdiction rule on infringes on rights of election of delegates, 1095

Unconstitutionality of mandated categories of membership on agencies, 633

Lay Preacher:

Licensing and appointment of lay preachers, 693

Local Church



Authority of Administrative Board of determine policy regarding designated gifts, 667
Authority of Annual Conference to require participation in insurance program, 759
Authority of Charge Conference to set pastor's salary, 792

Authority of Pastor-Parish Relations Committee in matters of staff employment, 638
Covenant services and celebrations, other than marriage, for couples 694

Labeling or identifying as unofficial body subject to conflict with Discipline, 871

Local Church and district office accessibility, 1025

“professing member” , use of phrase in Discipline 885

Restrictions on use of funds for church property, 688

Restrictions on use of proceeds from mortgage or sale of church property, 664
Transfer to another Annual Conference, 795

Unconstitutionality of mandated categories of membership on boards and agencies, 633
Withholding from pastor's salary to pay costs of cleaning parsonage illegal, 657

Local Pastor

Admission of part-time and student local pastors as voting clergy members
unconstitutional, 612

Discontinuance is subject to final action by the bishop, 997

Educational requirements for probationary membership, 977

Grievance procedures in Par. 453 apply to local pastors, 668, 676

Inclusion in clergy session, 686

Local pastor license by simple majority vote in Board and Conference, 1076
Part-time service as a local pastor equated to full-time, 906

Right to trail if supervisor process results in a judicial complaint, 982
Standards for membership in the annual conference, 658, 862

Student local pastor may be listed as a part time Local pastor, 895

Voting rights on clergy delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences, 1049
With voice but not vote as retired local pastor and reverts to lay status, 1101

Pensions

Constitutionality of proportional payment requirement, 649

Dispute between Maine Annual Conference and General Board of Pensions over cost of
changes in pension benefits, 669

Eligibility of clergy who retire early or are classified as honorable location-retired, 717
Incapacity Leave approved by Conference Board of Pensions, 1012

Pension support must be an identifiable item in Annual Conference budget, 641 , 822
Re-designate Pension Reserve account, 976

Pensions, General Board of

Age factor used in determining premiums, 766

Clergy Retirement Security Program as adopted 2004, 1008

Dispute with Maine Annual Conference over pension costs, 669

Included in "Pay Equity in the USA" resolution, 671

Responsibility for unfunded pension liability in the North Alabama Conference, 720, 752,



758

Publication, General Board of
e Included in "Pay Equity in the USA" resolution, 671
Philippines Central Conference

e Effective date of creation of new Annual Conference in Philippines, 703
e Procedures for establishing autonomous structures, 793 , 805
e Provisions for election to life tenure as bishop in the Philippines Central Conference, 709

Retired Minister

Constitutionality of proportional payment requirement, 649
Eligibility of clergy who retire early or who are classified as honorable location-retired for
pension and other benefits, 717

e Involuntary retirement, 630

e Voting requirements for Annual Conference granting retirement, 769

Sexual Harassment and Misconduct

California-Pacific Annual Conference policy, 803, 824, 854
Constitutionality of policies in the Detroit and West Michigan Conferences, 699
Detroit Annual Conference policy, 736

East Ohio Conference policy, 738, 839, 840

Florida Conference policy, 737

lowa Conference policy, 768

lowa Conference procedures, 772, 776

Kansas East Conference policy, 839, 896, 861

Minnesota Conference policy, 839, 868, 1043

North Alabama Conference policy, 814, 882,839

North Georgia Conference policy, 812, 838

Pacific Northwest Conference policy, 897

Southern New Jersey Conference policy, 700

Statute of limitations, 723

Tennessee Conference policy, 789

West Ohio Conference resolution, 788 , 800, 809

Trustees, Annual Conference

e Custody and management of funds given for a specific conference agency, 681
e Restrictions on use of funds for church property, 688

No Judicial Council jurisdiction, action deferred, petition denied, etc., 613, 617, 618, 619,
620, 621, 625, 627, 639, 656, 662, 670, 679, 684, 705, 709, 727,728, 732,733, 734, 748, 749,
771,773,774, 775, 787, 790, 791, 796, 797, 817,829, 834, 841, 856, 863, 864, 889, 898, 901,
907, 939,943, 945, 949, 956, 979, 987, 992, 1004, 1007, 1019, 1029, 1033, 1035, 1036, 1037,
1046, 1048, 1050, 1065, 1070, 1080, 1087, 1106, 1107
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